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THE COMPTROLLER GENERAL
OF THE UNITED STATES
WASHINGTONi. D.c. 20548
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FILE: B-204383 DATE: September 18, 1981

MATTER OF: press Intelligence, Inc.

-

DIGEST:

Contracting agency is obligated, under
laws strongly favoring competition %n
all Federal procurements, to solici
competition for press clipping ser-'
vices and would have no justification
for requested extension of incumbent's
contract absent urgency or inability
to obtain competition. Incumbent's
objections to agency's administration
of contract are not for GAO's consid-
eration. Because initial protest is
clearly without merit, GAO has decided
the matter without requesting an agency
response.

Press Intelligence, Inc. (PI), protests the
issuance by the General Services Administration
(GSA) of a solicitation for press clipping services
for fiscal year 1982. We find the protest to be
without merit.

PI was the low bidder on a solicitation for
these services for the period beginning on October 1,
1980, or the date of award, if later, through
September 30, 1981. The contract was eventually
awarded to PI for a shortened period from May 1
through September 30, 1981. PI states that GSA
failed to advise using agencies of the new con-
tract and, as a result, it has had fewer than
expected orders for its services. PI contends
that GSA should cancel the current solicitation
and extend PI's present contract to make up for
the revenue PI has lost as a result of the
shortened contract period and &GSA's failure to
advise agencies to order their press clipping
services from PI.
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The laws governing Federal acquisitions strongly
favor competition in all procurements and, absent some
condition of urgency or an inability for GSA to obtain
competition, GSA would have no justification for
extending PI's contract. The corollary to this state-
ment is that GSA is, in fact, required to solicit com-

--.petition for these services..: We note in :this-regard
. .that PI does not contend that it has been excluded

from the competition for the 1981-82 contract.

PI's objections to GSA's conduct under the current
contract concern matters of contract administration and
are not for resolution by our Office. 1International
Business Investments, Inc., B-201236, December 19, 1980,

80-2 CPD 440.

Since PI's initial submission to our :Office
establishes that the protest is without merit, we have
decided this matter without requesting a response from
GSA.

The protest is denied.
Acting ComptrOller General
of the United States





